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followed wherever the first international common-
wealth is called into being. It must from the nature
of the case be founded as the nucleus of something
destined to grow, as a state always ready to consider
the inclusion of other states which from time to time
may desire to join it. But no state should ever be
admitted on terms which would tend to destroy its
character as an international commonwealth.

A proposal to unite in one international common-
wealth communities living on opposite sides of the
globe, the commonwealths most remote from each
other, as the first step to uniting all the peoples who
inhabit this globe may seem paradoxical. But the
very distance between them creates one of the major
interests common to both. Their supreme interest
in common consists in protecting the principle of
freedom for which they stand. But inseparably con-
nected with this is the heavy task of protecting the
routes which connect them by sea and by air. Such
an international commonwealth as I ask the reader
to imagine would find its first material interest in
safeguarding the routes on the maintenance of which
its continued existence must always depend; the
routes through the Mediterranean, the Suez Canal
and the Red Sea.

I am holding in mind that other countries are
vitally concerned in the maintenance of these routes,
more especially Egypt and India. In course of time
the millions of India will learn to govern themselves,
but I also think they will only do this by a long and
painful experience. It is easy to conceive, on the
other hand, that the statesmen of India or Egypt
might seek to enter an international commonwealth
which controlled the route which connects the eastern
and western hemispheres long before they have
reached the stage of self-government which countries
like England, Australia or New Zealand have
attained. I can also conceive their accepting admis-